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The principle of least power



The principle of least power

Choose the least powerful language 
suitable for a given purpose.”
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<div 
  tabindex={0} 
  onClick={onClickButtonHandler} 
  onKeyDown={onKeyDownHandler} 
  onKeyUp={onKeyUpHandler} 
  role="button" 
> 
  example 
</div> 

function isDisabled(eventTarget) { 
  const ariaDisabled = eventTarget.getAttribute("aria-disabled"); 
  const isDisabled = ariaDisabled === "" || ariaDisabled === "true"; 

  return isDisabled; 
} 

function onKeyDownHandler(event) { 
  if (event.key === " ") { 
    // We have to disable default space behavior which is scrolling page down. 
    event.preventDefault(); 
  } 
  if (event.key === "Enter" && !isDisabled(event.target)) { 
    onClickButtonHandler(); 
  } 
} 

function onKeyUpHandler(event) { 
  if (event.key === " " && !isDisabled(event.target)) { 
    onClickButtonHandler(); 
  } 
} 



<div 
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  onClick={onClickButtonHandler} 
  onKeyDown={onKeyDownHandler} 
  onKeyUp={onKeyUpHandler} 
  role="button" 
> 
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</div> 

function isDisabled(eventTarget) { 
  const ariaDisabled = eventTarget.getAttribute("aria-disabled"); 
  const isDisabled = ariaDisabled === "" || ariaDisabled === "true"; 

  return isDisabled; 
} 

function onKeyDownHandler(event) { 
  if (event.key === " ") { 
    // We have to disable default space behavior which is scrolling page down. 
    event.preventDefault(); 
  } 
  if (event.key === "Enter" && !isDisabled(event.target)) { 
    onClickButtonHandler(); 
  } 
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function onKeyUpHandler(event) { 
  if (event.key === " " && !isDisabled(event.target)) { 
    onClickButtonHandler(); 
  } 
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JavaScript should only do what 
only JavaScript can do.”
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<button> 
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</button>



button {
font-size: 16px;
padding-left: 16px;

}



button {
font-size: 1rem;
padding-left: 1rem;

}



button {
font-size: 1rem;
padding-inline-start: 1rem;

}



button {
font-size: calc(0.5rem + 0.666vw);
padding-inline-start: 1em;

}



button {
font-size: clamp(
1rem,
0.5rem + 0.666vw,
1.5rem

);
padding-inline-start: 1em;

}



body {
font-size: clamp(
1rem,
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1.5rem

);
}
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The border should be 10% lighter 
than the background color.”

“



declarative > imperative?

design systems



it depends



the medium



print 
native apps 
os-specific



World 
Wide 
Web



World 
Wide 
Web

640px
800px
1024px



control



The more you tighten your grip, the more the 
World Wide Web slips through your fingers.”
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